
Writing Genres
The following are some the writing genres we work with most often in elementary school.

Form #1: Narrative Writing:  writing (real or fictional) that tells a story or part of a story; purpose is to entertain (e.g., from class: First Nation myths, reading exercises, mini mysteries, poetry examples).  Real life examples include most works of fiction, novels, short stories, non-fiction adventures that include characters, fairytales, plays and poetry
Form #2: Recount: writing that retells events from the past; it is writing in a specific, logical, easy to follow sequence and uses the past tense.  Transition words have to do with time (e.g., later, after, before etc.).  Often will use the pronoun ‘I’ (e.g., from class: News paper articles, Life as an Astronaut, Remembrance Day Writing, Short Biographies) 

Form #3: Expository/Persuasive Writing: writing to convince the reader of a stated opinion or belief (e.g., from class reptiles as pets, debate in social studies, some speeches, reading responses,) Real life examples of this form include letters to the editor, ads (T.V. and magazine), pamphlets, opinion pieces).  

Form #4: Procedural Writing: writing that seeks to inform or instruct someone how to do something.  Real life examples include instruction manuals, brochures, guidebooks, catalogues, pamphlets, recipes)

Form #5: Report: writing is done to classify or describe or present information things using vocabulary related to the specific topic (e.g., a report on the First Nations would include headings such as Housing and vocabulary including “Longhouses, Wigwams etc.)  (e.g., from class include First Nation Reports, Summaries from our D.I.I. unit) Real life examples include any kind of written pieces that provide information e.g., a report on Climate Change, a report on a Space Mission to Mars, a summary of what you study in each subject.

Form #6: Explanation: writing is done to explain how things work or happen e.g., how the seasons occur, how things fly, how the Europeans came to North America.  Explanations are well sequenced using linking and transition words, clear specific details, and often pictures and/or diagrams (e.g., from class science experiments that explain your conclusion, your air show
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